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FEMA Public Assistance Program Fact Sheet

The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Public Assistance Program provides grants to state, local, and
federally recognized tribal governments and certain private non-profit entities to assist them with the response
to and recovery from disasters. Specifically, the program provides assistance for debris removal, emergency
protective measures, and permanent restoration of infrastructure. The federal share of assistance is not less than
75 percent of the eligible cost for emergency measures and permanent restoration. The grantee determines how
the non-federal share (up to 25 percent) is split with the sub-grantees.

Eligible Applicants:

e State and local governments

e Federally recognized tribal governments

¢ Certain private non-profits that own or operate facilities which provide educational, utility, emergency,
medical, or custodial care, including facilities for the aged or disabled, and other facilities providing
essential governmental type services to the general public.!

Public Assistance Process:

e As soon as practicable following a disaster, FEMA, state, and local municipalities participate in a Joint
Preliminary Damage Assessment. These findings are sent to the Governor who in turn requests the
President to authorize federal assistance.

o The State must reach a threshold based on a per capita damage indicator for a Major Disaster
Declaration. For 2017, the threshold is $6,614,270.52, and is adjusted annually for inflation. For
a county to be eligible for Public Assistance, they must meet a threshold also based on a per
capita indicator.

e If a Major Disaster Declaration is approved by the President, the grantee then conducts the Applicant
Briefings for state, territorial, local, tribal and PNP officials to inform them of the assistance available
and how to apply for it.

e A Request for Public Assistance must be filed by the grantee within 30 days after the area is designated
eligible for assistance. Following the Applicant's Briefing, a Kickoff Meeting is conducted where
damages will be discussed, needs assessed, and a plan of action put in place.

¢ A combined federal, state, and local team proceeds with Project Formulation, which is the process of
documenting the eligible facility, the eligible work, and the eligible cost for fixing the damages to every
public or PNP facility identified by State, territorial, tribal, or local representatives.

e The team prepares a Project Worksheet (PW) based on actual costs or on the basis of an estimate for
each project.

1 Eligible PNPs include educational, utility, emergency, medical, temporary or permanent custodial care facilities {(including those for
the aged and disabled), irrigation, museums, zoos, community centers, libraries, homeless shelters, senior citizen centers,
rehabilitation facilities, shelter workshops and health and safety services and other PNP facilities that provide essential services of a
governmental nature to the general public. PNPs that provide "critical services" (power, water - including water provided by an
irrigation organization or facility, sewer, wastewater treatment, communications and emergency medical care) may apply directly to
FEMA for a disaster grant. All other PNPs must first apply to the Small Business Administration (SBA) for a disaster loan. If the PNP is
declined for a SBA loan or the loan does not cover all eligible damages, the applicant may reapply for FEMA assistance.
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Public Assistance Categories of Work:

* Emergency work:
o Category A: Debris removal
o Category B: Emergency protective measures

e Permanent Work
o Category C: Roads and bridges
o Category D: Water control facilities
o Category E: Public buildings and contents
o Category F: Public utilities
o Category G: Parks, recreational, and other facilities

Small Projects:

* Projects falling below a certain threshold are considered "small."

e The threshold is adjusted annually for inflation.

e For fiscal year 2017, small projects must be at least $3,100, but less than $123,100.

e For small projects, payment of the federal share of the estimate is made upon approval of the project and

notification is required upon completion of the project.
Large Projects:

» For fiscal year 2017, a large project is any project more than $123,100.

* Payment for large projects is made on the basis of actual costs determined after the project is completed.

e Once FEMA obligates funds to the grantee, further management of the project, including disbursement
to sub-grantees, is the responsibility of the grantee.

* FEMA will continue to monitor the recovery progress to ensure the timely delivery of eligible assistance
and compliance with the law and regulations.

Project Periods of Performance:
From date of disaster declaration

 Emergency Work — 6 months
e Permanent work — 18 months
* Based on extenuating circumstances or unusual project requirements the grantee may provide
extensions:
o Up to 6 additional months for emergency work (12 months maximum)
o Up to 30 additional months for permanent work (48 months maximum)
* Requests for extensions beyond the grantee’s authority may be granted by the FEMA Regional

Administrator.



The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) provides

Submission Recommendations

significant opportunity to sub-applicants to implement

long-term mitigation measures that reduce, minimize, or
eliminate potential damages to public and private

infrastructure from natural hazards.

Cost Share Requirements:
75% (Federal) / 25% (Non-Federal)

Eligible Sub-Applicants:

e Local Governments

e State Agencies

e Tribal Governments

e Private non-profits (PNPs)

must:

1. Have a FEMA- approved Hazard Mitigation Plan at the

time of award.
2. Bein good standing with the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP).

3. Develop a project that provides beneficial impact to

proposed construction area.
4. Adhere to environmental laws and regulations.
5. Submit an application where the total project

benefits exceed the cost for a Benefit Cost Ratio of 1

or greater.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVTIES INELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Acquisition and Structure Demolition — The
voluntary acquisition of an existing at-risk structure.

All projects located in a CBRS Unit or in OPAs, other
than property acquisition and structure demolition or
relocation projects for open space.

Acquisition and Structure Relocation — The
voluntary physical relocation of an existing structure
to an area outside of a hazard-prone area.

Major flood control projects related to the
construction, demolition, or repair of dams, dikes,
levees, floodwalls, seawalls, groins, jetties,
breakwaters, and erosion projects related to beach
nourishment or re-nourishment.

Dry Floodproofing — Techniques applied to keep
commercial or historic structures dry by keeping
floodwaters out.

Preparedness measures and response equipment.

Generators - Permanently install equipment to
provide emergency backup power to a facility.

Projects for preparedness activities or temporary
measures.

Infrastructure Retrofit — Implementation of
measures to reduce risk to existing utility systems,
roads, and bridges.

Projects for the purpose of landscaping for
ornamentation.

Minor Localized Flood Reduction Projects — Projects
to lessen the frequency of flooding and decrease
predicted flood damages (i.e. culvert upgrade).

Projects for which actual physical work such as
groundbreaking, demolition, or construction of a
raised foundation has occurred prior to award or final
approval.

Retrofitting Existing Structures — Modifications to
non-structural/non-structural elements of a building
to reduce or eliminate the risk of future damage.

Projects that are dependent on a contingent action in
order to be effective and/or feasible.

Soil Stabilization — Projects to reduce risk to
structures or infrastructure from erosion.

Projects that do not reduce the risk to people,
structures, or infrastructure.

Structure Elevation — Physically raising and/or
retrofitting an existing structure.

Studies not directly related to the design and
implementation of a proposed mitigation project.

For a complete list of eligible HMGP activities, please review the FY2015 Hazard Mitigation Assistance Guidance.

scemd.org

To be eligible for funding consideration, a sub-applicant



Benefit-Cost Analysis

In order for a project to be eligible for HMGP funds, a Benefit-Cost Analysis (BCA) must be conducted. BCA is the
method by which the future benefits of a mitigation project are estimated and compared to its cost.

The end result is a benefit-cost ratio (BCR), which is derived from a project’s total net benefits divided by its total
project cost. A project is considered to be cost effective when the BCR is 1.0 or greater, indicating the benefits of
a prospective hazard mitigation project are sufficient to justify the costs.

BCR = Project Bej:fﬁrs
Project Costs

where:

BCR bencfir-cost ratio

Project Benefits = total project net benehits

Project Costs total project cost

How to calculate the Benefit-Cost Ratio of HMGP projects (Source:http://ow.ly/UTdhx)

For Benefit-Cost Analysis technical assistance, visit fema.gov/benefit-cost-analysis

FEMA-4286-DR-SC HMGP Application Deadlines

Disaster Declaration October 11, 2016
Pre-Application Deadline - April 11, 2017
Full Application Deadline August 1, 2017

scemd.org
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Individual Assistance Fact Sheet

Individual Assistance (IA) Declaration Criteria: There is no set threshold for a federal 1A declaration.
Factors considered when evaluating a request for an IA declaration include:

Concentration of damages. High concentrations of damages generally indicate a greater need for
Federal assistance than widespread and scattered damages throughout a State.
Trauma. Some of the conditions that might cause trauma are:

o Large numbers of injuries and deaths;

o Large scale disruption of normal community functions and services; and

o Emergency needs such as extended or widespread loss of power or water.
Special populations. Consideration is given when special populations, such as low-income, the
elderly, or the unemployed are affected, and have a greater need for assistance. Consideration is
also given to the effect on American Indian Tribal populations.
Voluntary agency assistance. Consideration is given to the extent to which voluntary agencies
and State or local programs meet the needs of the disaster victims.
Insurance. Since, by law, Federal disaster assistance cannot duplicate insurance coverage
consideration is given to the amount of anticipated insurance coverage
Average amount of individual assistance by State.

Individuals and Households Programs (IHP): The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
may provide grant funding up to $33,300 as supplemental assistance to individuals and household
adversely affected by a major disaster. This assistance consists of Housing Assistance and Other Needs
Assistance. This assistance is available to cover eligible damage-related expenses that are not covered
through other sources (e.g. private insurance).

Housing Assistance: Provides rental assistance to renters and homeowners while their residence
is undergoing repair. This assistance only covers repairs/rebuilds for disaster related damages not
covered by insurance.

Other Needs Assistance: Individuals may qualify for disaster assistance for Personal Property,
Moving and Storage, Transportation, Group Flood Policy, Medical/Dental, Child Care, and other
miscellaneous expenses.

Small Business Administration (SBA):

Home disaster loans: Homeowners may receive up to $200,000 low interest loans to repair or
replace the survivor’s primary residence. Renters may receive up to $40,000 to replace personal

property.
Business Physical Disaster Loans: For working capital: Non-farm businesses, private, non-profit,

charities, private schools and churches may receive low interest loans up to $2 million to repair or
replace disaster-damaged property.

Disaster Survivor Assistance (DSA): FEMA DSA Teams are available after an IA declaration to address
disaster survivor’s immediate needs by going door-to-door and assist survivors in registering for
assistance. DSA teams in coordination with County Emergency Management can focus their initial efforts
on the most heavily impacted areas and provide information regarding any prevalent unmet needs or
concerns encountered in those communities.



Disaster Recovery Center (DRC): A DRC is a local, temporary facility to support survivors following a
major disaster declaration approved for IA. Disaster survivors can register for disaster assistance, provide
necessary documentation, ask questions, and receive referrals to other disaster recovery resources.

Inspectors: FEMA inspectors are FEMA contractors that represent a direct relationship between FEMA
and survivors that register for assistance. After a survivor registers for disaster assistance an inspector will
be sent to their home to complete a damage inspection. The results of this inspection is a significant factor
in determining what type and amount of assistance the survivor is eligible for under the federal programs.

Voluntary Organization Active in Disaster (VOAD): VOADs work together or independently to
provide volunteers and/or resources to assist in the recovery of affected communities beyond what is
available through federal partners and insurance. Recovery is most effective when there is coordination
between local government and the VOAD:s. It is important to note that in disasters that do not rise to the
level of a federal disaster declaration assistance provided through VOAD partners is often the only
assistance available to survivors.

Long Term Recovery Group (LTRG): A cooperative body made up of local representatives from faith-
based, non-profit, businesses, voluntary, and other organizations, which is supported by local government.
It works within a community to provide long term assistance to individuals and families as they recover
from a disaster

Supplemental Disaster Assistance Programs: These programs may be requested by affected states when
the situation warrants it.

¢ Disaster Crisis Counseling (DCC): Grant based program that funds community based crisis
counseling activities which may include helping survivors cope with stress and anxiety, and
provide them with other recovery resources.

e Disaster Legal Services (DLS): Provides disaster legal services for low income disaster survivors
for disaster related legal needs.

e Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA): Provides unemployment benefits and re-
employment services to individuals who have become unemployed as a result of a disaster and are
not eligible for the regular State unemployment insurance.

¢ Disaster Case Management Program (DCMP): Provides funding to supplement case
management/ casework services in affected communities.

Sequence of Delivery: To ensure there is no duplication of benefits, disaster aid follows the sequence of
delivery below

SBA Loan for |
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SBA Loan for | FEMA Other |
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